Comprehension Questions for “A Dip in the Pool”

Part I. Short Response

1). Describe the setting of the story.

2) What kind of boat do you think they are on? What words in the text show this?

3) What have the first two days of the trip been like? What is the weather like on this third day?

4) According to the purser, how does the captain make his estimate?

5) What information does Mr Botibol try to obtain from the purser?

6) What happens to the speed of the ship when the weather is rough?

7) What type of number does Mr Botibol bid on?

8) How much money does he have in his bank account? How much does he bid?

9) What does he plan to do with the money if he wins? Do you believe him? Why or why not?

10) What surprise awaits Mr. Botibol upon awakening?

11) What is Mr. Botibol’s “grand plan”?

12) What does he need to check about the woman on the deck in order for his plan to work?

13) What do we discover about the woman at the end of the story?

Part II: Long(er) Answers 
14). What kind of man is Mr. Botibol? How do you know? 

15). Explain the double meaning of the title.

16).Discuss examples and forms of irony in Dahl’s short story.
17) State and explain the types of conflict found in the story. (Man vs. ______).
18) If Mr.  Botibol is the protagonist… who or what is the antagonist in this story? Think about it. The classic definition of an antagonist is “A person, or a group of people who oppose the main character, or the main characters.”
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