Alberta’s Tar Sands

Getting oil from sand? Sounds like the medieval alchemists trying to turn lead into gold... Technology meets reality in Alberta, Canada to cash in on the growing global need for oil. 

Read the following 2009 story in National Geographic Magazine & respond to the following questions. Follow the link here, or open it from Weebly. 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/03/canadian-oil-sands/kunzig-text/1
1. What are Tar Sands?

2.  Create a t chart that discusses the positives & negatives of mining & refining the tar sands. There should be between 4-5 entries for each column.

3. How is the bitumen retrieved & refined. Create a summary for the extraction process (getting it from the ground) & a short summary for the refining process (refining is how it gets from the raw stuff from the ground to the clear, vaporous stuff you put in your gas tank).

4. What are tailings & what is a potential issue with them?

5. Do you think Jim Boucher would eat any part of a fish coming from the Athabasca River? Would you? Explain why or why not.

6. a. Why does the author describe the upgraders as “dark, satanic mills”? 
b. Does this show bias by the author? 
c. Would you say that the entire piece is biased and that the author is trying to promote an agenda, or is the piece written to inform and the author’s bias only shows up in small sections? Explain and use at least two specific examples from the text.

7. Explain how the last paragraph of the essay relates to the issues with the Pyce/Patel feud in Ship Breaker. 
8. Now read a follow-up story pertaining to the Alberta Tar Sands. Follow the link \:
http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2012/01/19/u-s-rejects-tar-sands-pipeline-from-canada%E2%80%94for-now/
Is it worth it? What is your view? Are you a Pyce or a Patel??? In a paragraph, explain whether you feel that the Canadian & U.S. government should or should not pursue this energy source. You must include at least four facts from the two readings in your argument. Be sure to cite properly, even if you are just summarizing or paraphrasing. You do not need to put a works cited list on your paragraph as I have provided the sources.

9. Extra Credit 3 points - View the slideshow that goes along with the reading. Choose three photos that had the most impact on you. Describe the photos and explain what each photo added to your understanding of the story.

