Edgar Allan Poe, “The Cask of Amontillado” (1846) 

Questions for Thought.

These questions are due Thursday and will be used in our class lecture/discussion on “Cask of Amontillado.” This can be a difficult text, and it might require you to read it more than once in order to understand the text and to be able to answer the questions. Remember, that you have the ENTIRE BLOCK of LA to work on this assignment.

1. In paragraph 1, Montresor states “You who so well know the nature of my soul…” Who is Montresor, the narrator, telling this story to? Explain your answer.

2. Montresor states that Fortunato has “injured” him in some way. What are Fortunato’s crimes against Montresor?  Does he give any specifics or clues throughout the story? Does it matter?

3. What is the revenge that Montresor seeks?

4. How is Carnival important to the setting of the story as well as Montressor’s plan? Consider the answer to this question in two parts. How is the party type atmosphere important to:

a. Montresor’s greeting of Fortunato and his ability to get Fortunato to willingly leave w/o being noticed.

b. Montresor being able to enter his home (palazzo) w/o being noticed.

5. How does Montresor manipulate Fortunato into going along with his plan?  List two specific ways.

6. What does his flattery (overpaying him compliments) of Fortunato suggest Montressor’s real motive (reason) for killing Fortunato?

7. Consider the symbolic implications of the descent into the wine cellar/ catacombs.

8. Can you point to any evidence of humor in the story? List one or two specific quotes.

9. Is the person who is listening to the story supposed to have sympathy for Fortunato, or respect/admiration for Montresor? Choose one and explain your choice.

10. Do you think Montresor’s crime has been successful? Explain.

