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Far and Away Discussion Questions

1. When Joseph awakens in the Christie home, what desire – common to most

immigrants – is his main dream? This is NOT A ONE WORD ANSWER!

2. How does the Christie family’s treat Shannon? Give three examples from the movie to support your statement.

3. Why does ward boss Kelly send a boy to greet new arrivals in the harbor?

4. Why would the Irish tend to gravitate to the ward boss’ social club?

5. What services does the ward boss provide Joseph and Shannon?

6. How does Shannon’s exchange of insults with the floor manager reflect the power of

employers over unskilled labor during this time period?

7. How does the eviction scene demonstrate the ward boss’ power over the police and

economic activity?

9. How are Joseph and Shannon treated by the public as they search for work and shelter?

10. Describe Joseph’s life working on a railroad gang.

11. How do the Oklahoma homesteaders stake their claims? How does this method reflect

the American “character”?

12. What factors would make some quarter-sections more valuable than others?
