“Harrison Bergeron” Discussion Questions

1. Define the concepts of Fairness and Equality. What is the difference between the two?

2. Characterize the following individuals in the story: Harrison, George, Hazel, Diana Moon Glampers – 3 adjectives for each: each adjective must be supported by a QUOTE from the text.

3. Look up the definition of satire. Define it. Next, explain whether this story is or is not an example of satire. Finally, Give two examples of modern day satire.

4. The story is set in 2081. However, when do you think that the story was written? Explain why. List two major issues that the average U.S. citizen would have been familiar with that could be attributed as thematic in Vonnegut’s story.

5. What type of governmental system has the U.S. become in 2081. What type of government does Harrison propose to instill? What is the commentary Vonnegut is making on these types of governments?
6. Answer in paragraph form: Science Fiction is all about extrapolation. Reverse extrapolate this story to today’s society. Hazel says, “That’s all right——” Hazel said of the announcer, “he tried. That’s the big thing. He tried to do the best he could with what God gave him. He should get a nice raise for trying so hard.” Does our current society have shades of “Harrison Bergeron”? Discuss.

7. Now think about your responses to the self-evaluation yesterday. If you were in the society discussed in Vonnegut’s story, what handicaps would you have to wear? You can use the examples given in the text, or you can come up with some of your own.
