India’s “Untouchables” National Geographic Article Questions (Formative 15 points)

1. Using context clues, what do the words “deems” in paragraph 1, “egged on” in paragraph 2, and “collusion” in paragraph 8 mean? List a personal definition for each term.

2. Are there laws in India that are designed to help protect the Dalits? If so, what are they?

3. Where do most of the crimes against the Dalits take place? Why do these atrocities occur?

4. Describe the jobs that the Dalits / “untouchables” are allowed to perform (answer can be in bullet points).

5. Why is life so dangerous and unfair for Dalit women & girls?

6. In your opinion, explain why the caste system seems so strong in India (response in a 5-6 sentence paragraph).

7. With a basic understanding of the caste system in India, make an argument for whether Nailer, his crew, and others like Nailer are or are not similar to India’s  “untouchables” or Dalits (6-8 sentence paragraph using at least three specific examples from the text.)
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