This webquest incorporates three Edgar Allan Poe Websites.

It is impossible to say how first the idea entered my brain, but, once conceived, it haunted me day and night. Object there was none. Passion there was none. I loved my 8th grade class. They had never wronged me. They had never given me insult. For their behavior I had no problem. I think it was their low grades! Yes, it was this! Some of their grades resembled that of a vulture -- a pale blue 'F' with a film over it. Whenever I wrote the 'F' my blood ran cold, and so by degrees, very gradually, I made up my mind to improve the grades of my 8th grade class with Edgar Allan Poe lesson plans that incorporated Edgar Allan Poe webquest questions, and thus rid the class of 'F's for ever.

The purpose of this webquest is to find out more information about the author so many people have misconceptions about.

Click on the following links to gain the information necessary to answer the following questions about the "tortured soul" known as Edgar Allan Poe.

http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/default_flash.asp
http://www.poestories.com
http://www.poemuseum.org/index.php
The Questions: 

1. Provide the following biographical information: birthdate; birthplace; death date.

2.What tragic childhood events influenced his writing?

3. There are 13 theories on what caused Poe's death. List five of them.

4. According to the Edgar Allan Poe Museum, what state did Poe call home?

   Why do you think that Baltimore claims Poe as "its own."

5. What famous military academy expelled Poe in 1831?

6. Who did Poe marry? How old was she?

7. What do you think about the marriage? Write at least three sentences.

8. What is "Murders in the Rue Morgue" the first of?

9. When was "The Tell-Tale Heart" and "The Black Cat" written?

    When was "The Raven" published?

10. Check out the Poe photo gallery. Which picture looks most like the Poe you envision while reading his stories? Explain.
Final Paragraph - 

You've read "Annabel Lee" and other poems or short stories in the past. You have all formulated your own opinions about this author. Before we read the "Tell-Tale Heart", formulate a paragraph that describes your opinion of Poe after gaining more information about him from the webquest. Have your prior opinions changed, or have your prior opinions been reinforced? Do you think that Poe gets a "bad rap" by readers? Explain.
