STAR TREK – “Dagger of the Mind” Questions

1. Briefly describe the plot of the episode. 4-5 sentences

2. Looking back at your notes, list four ways that this episode fits within the science fiction genre.

3. How plausible is the plot of this episode? Defend your answer with at least two reasons.

4. Read the two article excerpts on CIA and mind control on Weebly. In a paragraph, explain why people in the 1960’s would be interested in this type of topic. Use two specific pieces of evidence to support your response. In your Parenthetical Citation, use the author of the TIME article, and the first 2-3 major words of the article title for the second article excerpt.
5. Choose one film or movie that fits into the science fiction genre and explain how a form of mind control is used and what effect the mind control has on the people/society.

6. Consider your own life… what specific ways could you make an argument for that you are “brain washed” or “conditioned”?

7. Star Trek has arguably bad acting, but undoubtedly cerebral writing.  There are two names that have deeper meaning and add to a better understanding of the episode. It is your job to decode  and explain them:
A. Dr. Simon VanGelder – look up what geld means and explain how this connects to the episode.
B. The penal colony is named Tantalus V – research who Tantalus was and his punishment and explain how this connects to the episode.
C. Dr. Adams jokingly greets Dr. Noel and Capt. Kirk by saying, “Welcome to Devil’s Island.” What is Devil’s Island and why was it famous/infamous?
