“The Lottery” Discussion Questions 

– Have these questions completed for Tuesday’s class. We will finish our discussion on the story then.

1. Explain what your immediate reaction was upon finishing the story. What about the story made you feel this way?

2. What type of atmosphere does Jackson create at first, and how does that change? After your response, list six specific words and their page numbers that the author uses in her transformation of the mood.
3. Why are the townspeople holding the lottery? 

4. Why don’t the townspeople stop holding the lottery? 

5. There was talk of some of the other villages in the North talking about doing away with the lottery and other villages that have already done away with the lottery. Do you think that this particular town will ever give up the lottery, use THREE pieces of textual evidence in your response. There is no right or wrong answer to this question, the credit is in how well your support your argument. 

6. We’ve discussed genre in length, but the one genre that I have downplayed is horror, based on your knowledge of the horror genre, does Jackson’s “The Lottery” fit, or should the story be placed into a different genre? Give two reasons why “The Lottery” would fit into that particular genre.

7. What does Old Man Warner represent?

8. The narrator hints that Mr. Summers had suggested elements of change in the ritual (i.e. getting a new black box). Do you think that Mr. Summers has any real power to alter or prevent the lottery?
9. What do you think would happen if Mrs. Hutchinson (Tessie) just plain refused to show up or participate? Give one piece of textual evidence in your answer.

10. One of the major themes of Jackson’s novel is the dangers of blindly following tradition, or following tradition for tradition’s sake and not giving any real thought to the meaning behind the tradition.

- List two examples of traditions that we blindly follow (or ones we might do and maybe have forgotten the true meaning) in our modern society? 
- Next, explain how this could be dangerous for our society.
11. Read at the summer solstice article from the History Channel: What do the celebrations have in common? How are these celebrations similar to the story?

12. Next, look at the Ritual Sacrifice Comparison table. What elements do these cultures have In common in regards to ritual sacrifice?

13. Sacrifice rituals operate on the principle of “scapegoating”. After defining the term, describe how the process of “The Lottery” uses the scapegoat and tell what end is desired. 
14. Final Question… The story takes place in a rural community, and the secondary readings all have to do with cultures that are primarily agrarian (Agriculture based). What sacrifices do those of us who live in a fast-paced, urban, technologically driven society make? List three sacrifices you see people make that have a negative impact (big or small) on their lives.

