Kazecki

Short Story Unit 



“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”


“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” – Small Group Activity

As you are reading the story, underline words that you did/do not know, had to use context clues to decode, or thought were interesting words to add to a person’s vocabulary. Also, annotate your text so that you are able to more readily contribute to your group’s discussion and activity.

Task 1. Your groups should come up with a list of 7 vocabulary words found in the story and define each of them. After each definition, your group should list a synonym that would also be appropriate to the syntax of the sentence the original word is found in. (no proper nouns, places, or medical terms will be accepted for credit).

Task 2. On the large sheet of butcher paper that was given to your group, draw a circle in the center of the sheet (see diagram below for more details). In your group’s discussion, you should list the different personas Walter Mitty undertakes in his daydreams. How ever many personas your group comes up with, you should divide the paper into that many segments and add 1 (If you think the number of personas is 3, then have 4 spaces; if you think the number of personas is 4 then have 5 spaces). For each persona you should have about 8 entries focusing on the characterization of that persona. You should provide a Title,  Setting, and one Symbol that embodies the persona (these count toward your entry total. Each entry should also be supported with exact textual evidence (it does not have to be a whole sentence, specific words or phrases will suffice, but it must be in quotes). 
Task 3. Now that your group has explored the various personas of poor Walter Mitty, your group is tasked with extending the story in a sense. Create an additional persona for Mitty to escape into on the course of his day that is inspire by the other personas. For the entries, support your description of this additional persona with a brief explanation.
Sample for 3personas +1 (for Task #3).
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