The “Tell-Tale Heart” Questions for Thought.

We will be discussing the short story on Tuesday as a group. Have the questions prepared so that you may contribute to the discussion. Many of the questions require some deeper thought, textual evidence or have multiple parts, so please make sure that you do not answer with a simple “yes” or “no” response. I’m looking for short paragraphs and explanations.
1. Can you relate to any of these characters in “Tell Tale”? If so, which ones and how? If not, what separates you, from them? 

2. Many suggest that the narrator is of ambiguous gender. Did you think that the narrator was a man? What made you think this? (Provide two specific examples from the text – specific lines).If the narrator was a woman, would this impact your interpretation? If so, how? 

3. Did this story scare you? If so, what scared you the most? If not, what could have made it scary?

4. If you were a prosecutor at the narrator’s murder trial and you heard the evidence, would you charge him with premeditated murder or a crime of passion. Research the two terms and justify with textual evidence which would you be able to get a better conviction on? Explain what each type of homicide and then choose the one you feel is strongest; remember to justify your attempt at conviction with textual evidence.
5. The narrator's story is full of seemingly ridiculous statements. Which did you find the most ridiculous? Now, can you think of any information that, if known, would make the ridiculous statement seem reasonable? 
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