The Village Discussion Questions (Full Set)

1. Describe the setting of The Village using 5 adjectives.

2. Describe the social structure of the village (hierarchy, expectations, gender roles, etc.) in a short response.  3-4 sentences.

3. Lucius points to the locked black box that belongs to his mother. She says that it contains reminders of her “past sins.”  In a short response, explain why she (and the other village elders who have similar boxes) would want to keep a locked box of her past at close hand as a reminder (3-4 sentences).

4. What is the function of “Those we don’t speak of?”

5. Why do you think that the village elders allow Ivey to go on her quest? 

6. Using a 3 column chart or Venn diagram, compare the society/culture in The Village to the society/culture in “The Lottery.” In total, your graphic organizer should have 10 entries throughout the columns/circles.

Choose to answer Question 7 OR Question 8 each question should be answered in a long paragraph (10-12 sentences).
7. In our world, there are members of certain faiths/religious groups and cultures that will not accept certain forms of medical attention, even if it is available. The Village begins with a funeral where a village elder buries his child. This is not the only death to have occurred. At the end of the movie, we find that medical attention and medicine were close at hand and that the village elders could have elected to help save those who were in need in their community. Therefore, in an evaluative paragraph, explain whether the village elders should be held morally/ethically (and if you would like to examine it, legally) responsible for the deaths of anybody in their village that could have been prevented. 
8.  At the end of the movie, we find the real reason for the village elders to create this society. Do you feel that their “experiment” was successful, or a failure. Consider the basic concept of removing a problem by isolating oneself and his or her family from that problem. If that problem or issue is directly related to human nature, then will that problem eventually show itself in some manner? Has the problem that the village elders were trying to escape already manifested itself in their village? Explain using examples from the movie as well as examples from our world as well.
In regard to Question #9, respond and develop only ONE of the three topic choices.

9. Shyamalan said that for The Village, he “wanted to write about innocence.” 
a. At the end of the movie are there any truly innocent figures remaining? 
b. If Ivey continues the deception, can she still be considered morally good?
c. Is Noah Percy innocent in his tabbing of Lucius Hunt because of his mental handicap?

