Transcontinental Railroad Interactive Map activity

 Open the following link (or type into your web browser)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/flash-interactive/tcrr/
Open the interactive map & begin from the West Coast and move toward Promontory Point viewing each of the dates (orange dots on the map).  When finished, go to where the TC Railroad begins from the east and work your way westward. For each journey (Union Pacific and Central Pacific), you should list six to eight important pieces of information that you encountered during your readings/research. (12 to 14 total points on the TC Railroad).
Central Questions 

· 1. Describe the working conditions that the workers on both railways faced. Use one piece of textual evidence in your response for each railway. (Two quotes total).
· 2. Explain why immigrant labor was so important to the creating of the Transcontinental Railway. 

· 3. What logistical (getting things to places) problems did each Railway face? In other words, how did each railway get its supplies to workers on the front lines of the tracks? 

· 4. In your opinion, was it easier to build from the east or from the west, explain in a fully developed paragraph using four specific pieces of textual evidence from the interactive map and the article we will read in class.
· 5. Explain how government subsidies may have affected the quality of the work on the Transcontinental Railroad. Cite one or two specific examples.
· 6. What emerging technologies came into existence and how did they help the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad.

